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must	 be	 understood	 to	 ensure	 correct	 fence	 design	 with	
minimal	maintenance	and	maximum	current	flow.
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	 There	 are	 many	 different	 types	 of	 temporary	 fencing,	
which	includes	lightweight,	high-tensile	smooth	wire,	polywire,	
polytape,	or	flexible	netting.	The	lightweight	,high-tensile	wire	

































Training Sheep to Electric Fences
	 It	is	necessary	that	sheep	become	adjusted	to	and	learn	
to	respect	electric	fences.	All	animals	need	time	and	space	
to	quietly	discover	that	electrified	fences	are	“hot.”	If	they	can	
be	first	exposed	shortly	after	they	are	shorn,	they	will	have	
less	wool	for	insulation.
	 Sheep	should	be	turned	into	an	area	that	is	controlled	by	
electric	fence	and	allowed	to	discover	the	fence	in	their	own	
time.	Sheep	that	are	crowded	near	electric	fences	frequently	
get	spooked	through	the	 fence.	Rambouillet	ewes	brought	
off	the	range	of	southwest	Texas	are	easily	spooked	and	will	
require	more	time	to	get	adjusted	to	the	electric	fencing.	The	
minimum	time	required	is	12	hours	and	most	animals	will	be	
fully	trained	in	48	hours.	It	is	also	true	that	a	multi-wire	fence	
will	teach	sheep	to	respect	electric	fencing	much	quicker	than	
a	one	or	two	wire	fence.
	 The	high	levels	of	forage	production	in	Oklahoma	make	
sheep	production	a	very	viable	enterprise.	Problems	associ-
ated	with	sheep	production	in	Oklahoma	include	predation	
and	internal	parasite	problems.	With	the	correct	use	of	electric	
fencing	those	problem	can	be	kept	to	a	minimum.	Electric	fenc-
ing	is	another	alternative,	which	may	prove	a	valuable	asset	
to	your	operation.	For	more	information	on	electric	fencing,	
contact	the	local	county	Extension	office	or	the	state	sheep	
specialists.
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